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Shooters sixth grade girls’ basketball
team for winning the regular season.
But most of all please join me in
thanking them for the way in which
they show appreciation to the game
and to all teams that they play.e

——
TRIBUTE TO KATHERINE FORT

e Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, it is with
the greatest pleasure that I honor
Katherine Fort who recently retired
after 52 years of service as treasurer for
the City of Warren, AR. She is an
amazing woman who is still quite ac-
tive at the age of 91.

Mrs. Fort took office on January 1,
1955, and officially retired on December
31, 2006, with uninterrupted service to
the city of Warren. She served under
seven mayors during her tenure and
was an incredible asset to the people of
Bradley County.

When Mrs. Fort began her service,
she operated with an annual budget of
$115,000 and had one account. At the
time of her retirement, she was respon-
sible for an annual operating budget of
$7 million and had 37 accounts under
her jurisdiction. And one amazing fact
I would like to add, she handled all this
without any support staff or assistants
in her entire 52 years as city treasurer.

I would like my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Mrs. Fort on this
well-deserved retirement. But most of
all, please join me in thanking Kath-
erine Fort for her dedicated service to
the city of Warren and to the State of
Arkansas.e

————

BICENTENNIAL OF ST. MARTIN
PARISH

e Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, today I
wish to acknowledge the bicentennial
of St. Martin Parish. As one of the
original 19 parishes created from the
Territory of Orleans, St. Martin will
celebrate its 200th anniversary in 2007.

St. Martin Parish was initially estab-
lished in 1756 by the French Govern-
ment as the ‘“‘Postes des Attakapas.” It
was originally the site of an Indian
trading post and was later turned into
a Spanish military-administrative cen-
ter. In 1807, when the Territory of Orle-
ans was divided into the original 19
parishes, St. Martin Parish was the
last to be created. The parish at that
time included the present parishes of
St. Martin, St. Mary, Lafayette,
Vermillion, and Iberia.

The structure of St. Martin Parish
has remained virtually unchanged
since 1868. It is divided by an arm of
Iberia Parish into the upper and lower
portions of the parish. The upper por-
tion consists of the communities of St.
Martinville, Breaux Bridge, Parks,
Henderson, and a portion of
Arnaudville. The lower portion borders
the East Atchafalaya Basin Levee and
consists of the unincorporated areas of
Stephensville and Belle River.

A population rich in diversity and
cultural theory calls St. Martin Parish
home. In the late 1700s, 3,000 French
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Canadians fled British persecution,
finding refuge in south Louisiana. The
birth of Acadiana can be attributed to
the settling of 200 of these refugees in
present day St. Martinville in 1765.
There, the Acadians were introduced to
enslaved Africans tending cattle for
French landowners.

Refugees fleeing the French Revolu-
tion as well as Spanish-speaking
Malagans also arrived in the settle-
ment. Creole families from New Orle-
ans and Mobile along with Anglo-
Americans soon followed. German
wheat farmers trying to find a place in
the rice industry, along with Italian
merchants and Irish workers building
the railroads began to call St. Martin
Parish home in the 1880s. These found-
ing cultures, French, Acadian, African,
Italian, and Spanish, have maintained
their cultural identities while simulta-
neously blending together to form one
culture that is uniquely St. Martin
Parish.

St. Martin Parish encompasses the
copious and picturesque regions that
extend from the Bayou Teche to the
Atchafalaya Basin. An agriculturally
prosperous area, St. Martin Parish is
comprised of sugar cane fields, low-
lying swamps, and majestic waterways.
Regal oak trees draped with moss
frame passageways throughout the par-
ish. With its distinctive cultures and
striking scenery, St. Martin Parish has
come to embody the definition of the
Louisiana way of life.

Today, I would like to applaud the
good people of St. Martin Parish on the
bicentennial and wish them continued
prosperity.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION
SIGNED

At 10:03 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled joint resolution:

H.J. Res. 20. Joint resolution making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for fiscal
year 2007, and for other purposes.

The enrolled joint resolution was
subsequently signed by the President
pro tempore (Mr. BYRD).

S2021

At 11:56 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has agreed to
H. Res. 159, resolving that the House
has heard with profound sorrow of the
death of the Honorable Charlie Nor-
wood, a Representative from the State
of Georgia.

At 1:53 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has agreed
to H. Res. 165, resolving that the Sen-
ate be informed that Lorraine C. Mil-
ler, a citizen of the State of Texas, has
been elected Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives of the One Hundred Tenth
Congress.

———

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

S. 641. A bill to express the sense of Con-
gress that no funds should be cut off or re-
duced for American troops in the field which
would result in undermining their safety or
their ability to complete their assigned mis-
sions.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-749. A communication from the Under
Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a quarterly report
entitled ‘‘Acceptance of Contributions for
Defense Programs, Projects, and Activities;
Defense Cooperation Account’’; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

EC-750. A communication from the Chair-
man, Board of Governors, Federal Reserve
System, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
Board’s semiannual Monetary Policy Report;
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-751. A communication from the General
Counsel, National Credit Union Administra-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Accuracy of Adver-
tising and Notice of Insured Status”
(RIN3133-AD18) received on February 14, 2007;
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-752. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Approval and Promulgation of Implementa-
tion Plans and Operating Permits Program;
State of Missouri”’ (FRL No. 8278-8) received
on February 15, 2007; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

EC-753. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Approval and Promulgation of Implementa-
tion Plans; New York; Motor Vehicle En-
hanced Inspection and Maintenance Pro-
gram’ (FRL No. 8275-5) received on February
15, 2007; to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works.

EC-754. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
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